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Volume IV 


Our New Pond 


The first step toward improving the 


water situation on the Sanctuary pro-}- 


Derty is well underway. The major 
part of the digging for the new pond in 
the meadow has been completed. This 
hasbeen made possible by those mem- 
bers who have contributed so gener- 
Ously to our recent appeal, The re- 
sults of that appeal have been most 
gratifying and our aonteiadon and 


thanks are extended to everyone at this| | 


time, If you have not contributed to- 


ward this new pond and would like to] ; 


doso, we have plansthat will put every 
contributed dollar to work, 

The object of this report is to keep 
our members informed concerning the 
Pond's development, .The word de- 
velopment is used because the pond, 

- aSwe want it, cannot be realized over- 


night, The pond, when filled, will]? 


be approxiinately 3/4 of an acre in 


size, The fill removed was almost] & 


entirely of a clay texture, This ac- 
counts for the "white soil" now around 
the edges, This has both advantages 
and disadvantages, The clay bottom 
will make a good retainer for water, 
However, the predominance of so 
much clay will require more work and 
a longer period of time to bring about 
the desired vegetation and appearance, 
Natural development of vegetation 
follows an orderly process, Step by 
step the vegetation progresses from the 
lower plants, such as green scum, 
through the annual grasses and herbs to 
the perennial plants - the rushes, sed- 
ges, and perennial grasses. When wa- 
ter and soil conditions are favorable, 
this succession of plants may take place 
in 1 to 2 years, but sometimes 5 to 10 
years pass before the final stages are 
reached, Our particular pond promises 
tobe acompromise, By the use of fer 
tilizer, seeding, and mulching, we 
hope to speed up this process as much 
as Possible, 
As soon asconditions are dry enough, 
the next step will be to further grade 


(See POND P, 4) 
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Allan Cruickshank to Present 
Next Sereen Tour 


“Santa Lucia Sea Cliffs" 
To be Sunday Matinee 
Feb. 1. Startine Time =: 
3:00 P.M. 


»| Allan D, Cruickshank, one of our 
country's most widely known wildlife 
photographers, will present the next 
Audubon Screen Tour in Buell Hall, 
It will be a special Sunday afternoon 
performance featuringhis latest lecture 
-jand all-color motion picture "Santa 
- |Lucia Sea Cliffs, " 
_ | _“Santa Lucia Sea Cliffs” is the story 
of the wildlife andnatural beauty found 
along the rugged California coast line 
between Morro Bay and Monterey, 
Here the Santa Lucia Mountains drop 
abruptly into the Pacific and for more 
than 100 miles extends a wild and rug- 
ged country set aside from the more 
3)Civilized haunts of man, In magnifi- 
ent color and in tense and vibrant ac- 
tion Mr, Cruickshank's camera brings 
to the screen over 50 species of birds 
of this area, Among them are eagles, 
both golden and bald, and peregrine 
falcons, gliding on currents above to- 
weringrocky cliffs; Arctic loons, Cali- 
fornia murres, black brant, surf birds, 
long-billed curlews, and many others 
living along the turbulent shores, 

This scenic tour of western beauty 
follows along, at the height of the 
flowering season, the world-famed 
Seventeen Mile Drive of Carmel and 
the Monterey Peninsula, It draws to a 
close amidst the eoberleyh wilds that 

@ nature of a miracle r could it} excited the imagination of Robert Louis 
ee been of an pease: ayer | Stevenson when he visited there, now 
Many events once interpreted as mira-}Preserved as Point Lobos State Park, 
Culous have since been explained in} Mr. Cruickshank is a favorite with 
scientific terms, And in a certain|!ocal audiences, He has been one of 
sense, all physical phenomena are mi-|°UFr Screen Tour lecturers every season 
taculous, Could the Star have been a//S!"ce we initiated the programs five 
bright meteor, such as the fireball,|Y¥&4t84g0. Each yearhe has brought us 
which startled Seattle residents in May|is latest photographic achievement 

._. Jalongwitha fine lecture, Plan now to 
+ (See CHRISTMAS P, 4) jattend this outstanding program, 


el Uae ee 
The Christmas Star 
. by Mary L. Duryea 


The last month of this year 1952 is 
climaxed by the joyousness, the hopes, 
andhappy hours occasioned by our 
celebration of the birth of the Christ 
Child, Tosome, the Christmas season 
is a time for renewal of the wonderful 
story of the Babe in the Manger, To 
others, it is a time to gather family] 
and friends around the festive board, 
But perhaps, for a few, it is a time to 
wonder what actually occurred in the: 
sky at the time of the birth of Jesus, 

Was the Star, as many believe, in 
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ti Kavi the theories of the origin of the Star 7 
Christmas will be demonstrated on the Great Pond 
(From P. 1) Domes in a most fascinating manner. (From P. 1) 


Unfortunately, the year of the birth of 
Jesus is not definitely known, A piti- 
fully small reference of the Star itself 
is found in the Gospels in Matthew 2, 
Here the Star is mentioned only four 
times, Nowhere else in the Bible is 
the Star mentioned. | 

We mustremember that the Star was 
seen only by the Wise Men, They were 
believers in astrology and well versed 
inthe ancient prophecies pertaining to 
the coming of a King, whose birth was 
to be heralded by a sign in the Sky, 
They knew nothing of the exact science 
of astronomy such as we know it today, 
All celestial objects they observed were 
referred to as Stars. And so we can 
only conjecture of the true nature of the’ 
Christmas Star, Far more important 
than the explanation of the Star is the 
Christmas story itself and the simple 
abiding truths it leaves in our hearts, 
May the Star shine forever as a symbol 
of man's loftiest ideals, May its light 
once more inspire an enduring peace 
on earth to all men.of good will, 


and smooth the pond banks and edges, 
Once this is done the actual seeding 
and planting can be started, Weather 
conditions permitting, we planto com-. 
plete both these phases in the spring, 
Some trees and shrubs will also be 
planted this spring, 

Tothe unknowing eye, the pond now 
looks like a huge clay pit, Actually, 
itis already beginning to fill with wa- 
ter - thisin the midst of a drought, 
There'sno doubt that we will have 
plenty of water by spring, Also, the 
pond is so located that additional wa- 
ter supplies are available if ever need- 
ed. Acouple of minor engineering 
problemshavedeveloped, These have 
to do with drainage, etc,, but cannot 
be solved until spring. Considering 
the time of year we had to start this 
project, everything is progressing nor- 
mally, The pond promises to be a 
great asset in the development of our 
Sanctuary property, 


of this year? A spectacular comet, 
caused by the perturbations on one of 
the giant planets could have been its 
origin, A remarkable planetary con- 
‘junction, or coming together in the 
same part of the sky occurs each 805 
years, Kepler, the great German as- 
tronomer observed a conjunction of Ju- 
piter, Saturn, and Mars in 1604, Sev- 
eral days later the famous Supernova 
was discovered and seen by Kepler the 
following week, A nova is not a new 
star but an old one. which suddenly ex- 
plodes, and may increase in brilliance 
many thousands of times in a day or 
two, After attaining a brilliance 
brighter than the full moon, the nova 
rapidly fades, becoming too faint to be 
observed with the naked eye, It was 
Kepler who first suggested that the Star 
of Bethlehem might have been such a 
spectacular object, 

The great planetaria of our country 
will present this month the sky picture 
at the time of the Nativity. Some of 


CHRISTMAS SUGGESTIONS FROM OUR 


NOTE: All items are mailable postpaid except the large teeders and the wild bird 
feed. Conn. residents add 2% sales tax. 


BIRD BOXES $3.50 BIRD FEEDERS 
BLUEBIRD WINDOW FEEDER reer es 
WALLOW Complete ready for mounting.... . : 

ober ncing GLASS WEATHER VANE FEEDER 
WREN Compiete with steel pole.... *%20.00 

WILD BIRD FEED CHICKADEE FEEDER 
Seas of ila teok. Heil READY TO USE- 1.50 
lers - every grain edible...... 5 ? REFILLS PER DOZ. 50 
per lb. .25 

NOTE PAPER $1.00 BIRD BOOKS 
WILD BIRDS FIELD GUIDE TO ™ BIRDS _ 

by Roger Tory Peterson era $3.75 & 
ee ce HANDBOOK OF € 
eal ATTRACTING BIRDS 
FLOWERS by Thomas P. McElroy, Jr...... $3.00 ay 


Christmas Greetings 


